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PROFESSOR DAVID DOLAN — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [12.11 pm]: I wish to make a brief ministerial 
statement regarding the death of Professor David Dolan on 7 December 2010. I am saddened to report to the 
house the sudden loss of David Dolan, board member of the Heritage Council of Western Australia, vice-
president of the National Trust of Australia (WA) board and professor of cultural heritage at Curtin University. 
Professor Dolan’s contribution and commitment to heritage in Western Australia spanned many years. In a wide-
ranging professional career he held the positions of curator and manager of collection development and research 
at Sydney’s Powerhouse Museum; international expert assessor at the Australian Research Council; and director 
of the Nolan Collection Gallery at Canberra Museum. For the past 15 years Professor Dolan was employed at 
Curtin University as the director of the Research Institute for Cultural Heritage. He established the cultural 
heritage course and taught most of the heritage professionals working in Western Australia today.  

Professor Dolan’s expertise extended to cultural heritage management, for which he drew upon his long and 
wide-ranging professional experience. He authored countless reports, conservation plans and interpretation 
strategies for heritage places, museums and galleries in Western Australia. Professor Dolan’s commitment to 
heritage extended beyond Western Australia; he addressed international conferences and was a guest lecturer in 
South Africa. He is also recognised as a published author and contributed to international journals. His extensive 
knowledge has influenced the direction of Western Australia’s key heritage organisations on both policy and 
practical levels. He served as a councillor of the Heritage Council of Western Australia from 1996 to 2001 and 
again since 2005. He was a councillor of the National Trust of Australia (WA) since 1995, the trust’s chairman 
from 2001 to 2007 and its vice-president since 2007. Professor Dolan was also the deputy chair of the Australian 
Council of National Trusts from 2003 to 2004. He was a member of the maritime archaeology advisory 
committee of the Western Australian Museum, a trustee of Fairbridge Western Australia, a director on the boards 
of AusHeritage and the Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame and a member of the heritage tourism 
reference group. 

The arts and cultural community has lost a strong advocate for and leader in heritage. Professor Dolan was 
known for his extraordinary generosity, sense of humour and love of learning. I am sure his influence and legacy 
will continue into the future. On behalf of the government and people of Western Australia, I extend my deepest 
sympathies to his wife, Christine, and family. I acknowledge Christine’s presence in the public gallery today. 
 


